
The rights of the child in conflict with the law need 
to be improved. We need to do this because 
it is the best way to help children grow up to 
lead positive lives, because Scotland will soon 
incorporate the UNCRC into Scot’s Law - and 
because most importantly, it is the right and the 
most effective thing to do. 

If we focus everything we can do on helping 
children to access the rights they are entitled to, 
we can more clearly and honestly support some of 
our most vulnerable children to get the things they 
need. And what every child needs is relationships 
with people who like and love them, education, 
mental health supports and access to things to 
do. If we can do this for children in conflict with the 
law we can then help them to develop into healthy, 
happy and safe adults.

In Europe people talk about child-friendly justice. 
This means creating a justice system which 
guarantees the respect and implementation of 
all children’s rights, it gives consideration to the 
child’s level of maturity and understanding and to 
the circumstances of the case. It is also justice 
that is accessible, age appropriate, speedy and 
understands the child’s right to participate in and 
to understand the proceedings, to respect for 
private and family life and to always ensuring that 
the child’s human dignity is protected. If we all 
understand and respect children’s rights we can 
make this happen in Scotland.
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