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Vision:

All children and young people growing up in Scotland 
have their human rights respected, protected and 
fulfilled. 

Mission: 

We work to inspire and enable everyone in Scotland 
ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǘ 
the heart of everything they do. 

Together 
ɉ3ÃÏÔÔÉÓÈ !ÌÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 2ÉÇÈÔÓɊ

An NGO alliance with over 450 members working to 
improve the awareness, understanding and implementation 
ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΦ

Website:  www.togetherscotland.org.uk    

Follow us on Twitter!  @together_sacr@ulgrid



3 months ago ɀcelebrating UNCRC incorporation

άΧΦΦǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
rights within the powers of the 
Parliament will be woven into 

the fabric of our law, our policy 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘέ

Maree Todd MSP
Minister for Children and Young People
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http://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/


UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill

A pro-active approach 

Å Protects the UNCRC rights of all children under 18 years old (s.1).

Å Public authorities must act compatibly with UNCRC (s.6).

Å /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŎƘŜƳŜΥ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳŘƎŜǘƛƴƎand child rights impact 
assessments (s.11-13).

Å Duty on Ministers to conduct Child Rights & Wellbeing Impact Assessment 
(s.14).

Å Compliance reports by Ministers and public authorities (s.15-16).

Å {ŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ ōȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
Commissioner, Scottish Parliament, civil society.

UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill: https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-
incorporation-scotland-bill/stage-3/bill-as-passed.pdf

Challenging breaches

Å/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
protected (s.7).

ÅCourts can decide if laws follow the UNCRC (s. 18-21).

Å¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
wants to complain their rights are not being protected (s.10).

ÅA court could tell an organisationto change what they are doing, if the court 
ŀƎǊŜŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ όǎΦ му-21).

ÅNo time limits on proceedings until children reach the age of 18 years old (s.7).

https://www.parliament.scot/-/media/files/legislation/bills/current-bills/united-nations-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child-incorporation-scotland-bill/stage-3/bill-as-passed.pdf


..recognising that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her 
personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of 

ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΣ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέΦ

UNCRC Preamble

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989

Non-discrimination
(Article 2).

Best interests
(Article 3).

Survival and 
development

(Article 6).

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
participation (Article 

12).

UNCRC 
General 

Principles

The right not to be punished in a cruel or harmful way

άƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΣ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜέ 
(Article 37)

The right to recovery

άŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎŜƭŦ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅέ
(Article 39)

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ

άǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘέ
(Article 40)
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Dignity and worth ɀÁ Ȱdignometer ȱȩ
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UNCRC Article 40 (1)

ά{ǘŀǘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ recognisethe right of every child alleged as, accused of, or recognized as having infringed the penal law to be 
ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎpect 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦέ

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΥ Imagining Aberdeen

http://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/
https://www.childrensparliament.org.uk/our-work/imaginingaberdeen/


How to secure justice for all children and young people?

Å Ensure consistent legal definition of children 
(particularly in respect of 16- and 17-year-
olds) 

Å Ensure children do not appear in adult courts

Å Ensure children are only detained as a last 
possible resort

Å Raise the minimum age of criminal 
responsibility

Å Use social inclusion and social justice as 
prevention

Å End the disproportionate criminalisationof 
children with care experience

Å End any identification in the media of children 
under 18 years of age in conflict with the law

Å Strengthen early intervention and diversion

https://www.cycj.org.uk/news/rights-respecting/
https://www.togetherscotland.org.uk/media/1767/together-loipr_final.pdf

