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To understand all the things that this report talks 
about it is helpful to know the meaning of some 
words and phrases that are used. Here is our guide 
to what you need to understand. Even if you don’t 
read all these now, if you come across a word or 
phrase in the report that you don’t understand, then 
come back to this section to find out what it means.

These are the people we talk about in 
the report:

 A child is a person under the age of 18.

  Parents and carers are the adults who  
are responsible for looking after the child.

 The Sheriff is the judge in the Sheriff Court.

  The Procurator Fiscal (PF) is the person who 
is told by the Police about an offence, then they 
decide to take it to court or not. In court, they 
present the case against the person who is 
accused of breaking the law. The PF can also 
decide not to take the case to court and instead 
offer an alternative way of dealing with it. 

  A Defence Solicitor is the lawyer that represents 
the child who is accused of an offence in court. 

  A Social Worker is a person who is qualified to 
offer support to a child if they are in need or they 
have committed an offence.

  Third sector workers. These people work with 
charities and places that are there to support 
children, young people and their families.

These are the words we use about the law in  
the report:

  The law is all the rules that a country has that 
must be obeyed. 

  If someone does not obey the law we can 
say they have broken the law, committed an 
offence, or they are in conflict with the law.

  When we say children in conflict with the 
law this means anyone aged 12 to 18 years old 
who comes into contact with the justice system 
because they are suspected or accused of 
committing an offence.

  The justice system is all organisations and 
professionals that deal with crime and the 
courts. This includes the police, prosecution 
and defence solicitors, the courts, secure care, 
Young Offenders Institution and prison. 

  The Children’s Hearings System is the care and 
justice system for children. One of the important 
things about the Children’s Hearings System is 
that children who commit offences, and children 
who need care and protection, can be supported 
through the same system.

  A Compulsory Supervision Order (CSO) 
is when a Children’s Hearing decides that a 
child must be supported by a Social Worker. 
Compulsory means you must do something. 

  A Court is the place where a decision is made 
about whether someone has committed an 
offence (a crime) or not. There are different kinds 
of courts, they might have a Sheriff in charge  
in a Sheriff Court and a Judge in charge in  
a High Court.
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  Remand is when the Court decides that you will 
go to a secure care centre or Young Offenders 
Institution until your court case takes place. 

  Bail is when the Court decides that you can stay 
at home or in a place that is agreed until your 
court case takes place. There will be things you 
have to agree to if you get bail – these are called 
conditions and they are like the rules you have 
to follow. If you don’t agree or you break the 
conditions of your bail then you can be put on 
remand until your court case takes place.

  Secure care or secure accommodation is a 
kind of residential care that restricts the freedom 
of children under the age of 18. It is for children 
who may be a significant risk to themselves,  
or others in the community.

  A Young Offenders Institution (YOI) is a place 
where young people aged 16 to 21 might be 
sent to if they are put on remand or found guilty 
of a crime. There is one YOI in Scotland called 
HMP&YOI Polmont.

  The age of criminal responsibility is the age 
at which a person is considered old enough to 
understand the crime they have committed and 
able to take full responsibility for their actions. 
The law says that children might be able to take 
some responsibility for their actions, but cannot 
be entirely blamed for what they do, as an adult 
might be. The law in Scotland says that a child 
under the age of 12 cannot be held criminally 
responsible. There are lots of reasons why we 
can say a child cannot be criminally responsible 
- such as their brain has not fully developed to 
understand what they choose or do, they might 
be under the influence of others, they might be 
forced into acting a certain way because they are 
relying on or trust someone, maybe no-one has 
ever helped them understand what is right and 
what is wrong. Some people say that the age 
of 12 is still too low. Across the world those who 
support children’s rights say it should be at least 
14 years old. 

These are important ideas we talk about in 
the report:

  Human rights are the freedoms every person is 
entitled to because they are alive. This includes 
the right to justice and the freedom to say what 
you think. 

  Children’s rights are human rights. Because 
children are younger than adults they need extra 
attention and protection. The United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child is the 
international agreement that sets out all the rights 
children have from birth to the age of 18.

“ WHEN I WAS ON REMAND  
I WAS LOCKED UP 23 HOURS  
A DAY IT’S NOT GOOD... 
THEN WHEN I GOT 
CONVICTED I’M OOT ALL 
THE TIME, I’M NEVER IN  
MY ROOM, ONLY AT  
NIGHT... REMAND’S BORING, 
YOU ONLY GET THE GYM 
AND REC AND THAT’S IT,  
OR A VISIT, THERE’S  
NO WORK PARTIES,  
THERE’S NO NOTHING”

(YOUNG PERSON)




