
The Chi ldren  and Young People ’s  Cent re  for  Just ice ,  Un ivers i t ies  o f  S t rathc lyde and
Dundee ,  and G lasgow School  o f  Ar t  are  estab l i sh ing  an  in terd isc ip l inary  research
network  o f  around 20  academics ,  penal  re formers ,  po l icymakers  and pract i t ioners .
Wi th  funding f rom the  Royal  Soc iety  o f  Ed inburgh (RSE) ,  we  are  look ing  to  connect ,
cement  and estab l i sh  new co l laborat ions  w i th  co l leagues  who are  in terested in
exp lor ing  a  soc ia l ly  jus t  approach to  jus t ice  for  young adul ts  who are  in  conf l ic t
w i th  the  law.  

CO-DESIGNING SOCIALLY JUST
JUSTICE FOR YOUNG ADULTS

T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h e  n e t w o r k

A N  I N T E R D I S C I P L I N A R Y  R E S E A R C H  N E T W O R K

Young adul thood is  increas ing ly  recognised as  a  d is t inct  phase  o f  deve lopment
and young adul ts  are  f requent ly  caught  in  a  l imina l  space between ch i ld  and adul t
systems in  which  they  do  not  rece ive  the  spec ia l  protect ions  af forded to  ch i ldren
nor  the  opportun i t ies  and ent i t lements  that  the  major i ty  o f  adu l ts  expect  and
rece ive .  Young adul ts  are  f requent ly  t reated as  adul ts  in  jus t ice  systems ,  yet  are
st i l l  deve lop ing the  phys ica l ,  emot ional  and soc ia l  matur i ty  to  assess  r i sks ,
cons ider  consequences ,  make dec is ions  or  fu l ly  understand and par t ic ipate  in
just ice  processes  (Centre  for  Just ice  Innovat ion ,  20 18) .

Soc ia l ly  Just  Just ice  commenced in  ear ly  2020 ,  funded by  the  Scot t i sh  Un ivers i t ies
Ins ight  Ins t i tu te  (SU I I ) ,  w i th  the  a im of  support ing  young adul ts  to  co-des ign  a
v is ion  o f  jus t ice  that  upholds  the i r  r ights ,  meets  the i r  needs ,  and cont r ibutes  to  a
peacefu l ,  soc ia l ly  jus t  and inc lus ive  soc iety .   

I ﻿n  order  to  ident i fy  and understand young adul ts ’
exper iences  o f  soc ia l  ( in) just ice  and to  t rans late  the i r
exper iences  in to  a  roadmap for  soc ia l ly  jus t  change ,
des ign- led  approaches  were  used to  fac i l i ta te
part ic ipat ion ,  s t imulate  th ink ing  and promote
innovat ion .  The  pro ject  produced v isua l  and other
outputs  f rom the  act iv i t ies  to  encourage pract i t ioners ,
po l icymakers  and academi ﻿cs  to  cons ider  the  po l icy ,
pract ice  and cu l tura l  changes  needed .  

Th is  phase  o f  Soc ia l ly  Just  Just ice  was  af fected by  the
COVID-19  pandemic  and assoc iated publ ic  hea l th
rest r ic t ions .  A  rework ing  o f  the  p lanned de l ivery  mode
and mater ia ls  u l t imate ly  resu l ted  in  a  ‘workshop in  a
box ’  compr is ing  the  inst ruct ions ,  act iv i t ies ,  snacks  and
data  requ i red  to  take  par t  in  an  on l ine  workshop ,
de l ivered to  par t ic ipants  in  advance .  Th is  a l lowed us  to
engage remote ly  but  remain  f i rmly  rooted in  a
part ic ipatory  co-des ign  approach .  

 



R ich  and re f lex ive  data  was  produced in  re lat ion  to  the  young adul ts ’  exper iences
of  t rauma,  s t igma,  marg ina l i sat ion ,  d iscr iminat ion  and inequal i ty .   Young adul ts
ident i f ied  key  i ssues  in  re lat ion  to  the  communi ty ,  the  po l ice ,  fami l ies ,  and a  lack
of  meaningfu l  opportun i t ies  or  ‘pathways  out ’  as  s i tes  o f  in just ice .  I t  was  c lear  that
soc ia l ly  jus t  jus t ice  would  not  be  formed so le ly  w i th in  penal  systems ,  but  around
them.  However ,  a  deeper-seated chal lenge was  the  d i f f icu l ty  that  the  young adul ts
had in  env is ion ing a  utop ian  or  a l ternat ive  des i red  future ,  the  ‘what  cou ld  be ’
rather  than the  rea l i ty  o f  ‘what  i s ’ .  The  roots  o f  th is  cha l lenge lay  not  w i th in  the
young adul ts ,  but  ins tead re f lected the  ex tent  o f  the i r  marg ina l i sat ion ,  a  mis t rust
of  author i t ies  and a  sense  o f  hopelessness  for  and fata l i sm towards  the  future .  

The  second phase o f  Soc ia l ly  Just  Just ice ,  funded by  a  RSE
Research  Network  Grant ,  has  bu i l t  on  phase  one and invo lved
more  in tens ive  engagement  w i th  young adul ts  over  an  ex tended
per iod  to  t ry  and bu i ld  t rust  and address  th is  sense  o f
hopelessness .  S ince  October  2022 ,  we  have been work ing  wi th
young adul ts  a longs ide  key  profess ionals  in  one  geographic  area
to  understand ,  exp lore  and pr ior i t i se  the  sa l ient  i ssues  f rom the
young adul ts ’  perspect ives  and to  co l lect ive ly  pr ior i t i se  an  area
for  co-des igned prob lem-so lv ing  and so lut ion-th ink ing .  We had
ant ic ipated ,  but  perhaps  underest imated ,  i ssues  regard ing group
dynamics  and the  ab i l i ty  o f  the  group to  cohere  around a  s ing le
pr ior i ty .  However ,  the  young adul ts  worked hard  and set t led  on  the
top ic  o f  employabi l i ty  and a  lack  o f  meaningfu l  opportun i t ies  for
employment  which ,  wh i le  not  the  main  pr ior i ty  fo r  a l l ,  a f fected
each and every  one  o f  the  young adul ts .   

S o c i a l l y  J u s t  J u s t i c e  P h a s e  2

Whi le  we have deve loped a  deeper  understanding around the  spec i f ic  i ssues  for
young adul ts  on  th is  top ic ,  we  have a lso  encountered a  s imi lar  lack  o f  hope and
trust  in  the  process .  Young adul ts ’  exper iences  o f  marg ina l i sat ion  and exc lus ion
have led  them to  p lace  great  emphas is  on  se l f- re l iance ,  and the i r  pr io r  encounters
wi th  serv ices  and systems leave  them quest ion ing whether  the  process  w i l l  lead to
tangib le  change .   We have s ince  been re f lect ing  on  the  chal lenges  and
opportun i t ies  o f  codes ign ,  espec ia l ly  in  te rms of  ownersh ip  and the  respons ib i l i ty
i t  p laces  on  a  d isparate  yet  connected co l lect ion  o f  ind iv iduals  in  re lat ion  to  some
of  soc iety ’s  most  w icked and in t ractable  prob lems .  

T h e  R e s e a r c h  N e t w o r k
In  th is  in ter-d isc ip l inary  research  network  we in tend to  exp lore  soc ia l ly  jus t  jus t ice
in  terms of  the  themat ic  content  ar is ing  f rom our  work  w i th  young adul ts ,  but  a lso
the  methodolog ica l  learn ing  and innovat ion  that  might  resu l t  f rom re f lect ing  wi th
others  on  our  co l lect ive  exper iences  o f  par t ic ipatory  co-des ign .  We want  to  draw
upon network  exper t i se  and connect ions ,  as  we l l  as  the  ev idence f rom our  two
soc ia l ly  jus t  pro jects  to  date  to :

•  connect  and learn  f rom a  var ie ty  o f  perspect ives  and exper iences ;
•  deve lop methods ,  ideas  and exp lore  innovat ions ;
•  exp lore  opportun i t ies  for  fu ture  research  co l laborat ions .



M e e t i n g  1 :  B r i n g i n g  t h e  N e t w o r k  T o g e t h e r .  S e p t e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 3

Th is  meet ing  wi l l  be  used to  agree  the  terms of  the  network ,  bu i ld  re lat ionsh ips ,
and share  sk i l l s ,  knowledge and in terests .

M e e t i n g  2 :  B u i l d i n g  o n  n e t w o r k  e x p e r t i s e .  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3

Th is  meet ing  wi l l  be  used to  re f lect  on  the  emerg ing f ind ings  f rom soc ia l ly  jus t
just ice  to  date  and to  encourage d ia logue and the  shar ing  o f  d i f fe rent  d isc ip l inary
perspect ives  to  enhance understanding and ident i fy  commonal i t ies  and
divergences .

M e e t i n g  3 :  T a k i n g  t h e  n e t w o r k  f o r w a r d .  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 4
 
Th is  meet ing  wi l l  be  used to  deve lop ideas  and exp lore  methods  for  fu ture
research ,  and co-produce p lans  for  innovat ion  in  research  and pract ice .

N e t w o r k  T i m e t a b l e

We propose  three  in-person network  meet ings  as  we l l  as  estab l i sh ing  a  v i r tua l
space and on l ine  presence where  we can cont inue  to  connect  in  between and
beyond network  meet ings .  Network  events  w i l l  be  f ree ,  take  p lace  at  the  Un ivers i ty
of  S t rathc lyde and re f reshments  w i l l  be  prov ided .

I n t e r e s t e d  i n  J o i n i n g  t h e  N e t w o r k ?

Contact  N ina  Vaswani  on  n ina .vaswani@strath .ac .uk

Soc ia l ly  Just  Just ice  Team members :

Dr  N ina  Vaswani  (CYCJ ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  S t rathc lyde)
Prof .  Beth  Weaver  (Un ivers i ty  o f  S t rathc lyde)
Prof .  T r i sh  McCul loch  (Un ivers i ty  o f  Dundee)
Madel ine  Smith  (G lasgow School  o f  Ar t ,  Innovat ion  School) .
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