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Research methodology

*Census of every resident on one day in 2018,
2019 and 2025
*Demographics
*+ 471 metrics over two timeframes
*+ 15 ‘open questions’
e = ~ 25k items of data
*Based on knowledge of secure care providers ”’
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Secure care in Scotland

 Locked residential children’s house (SCH)

* Entry via the Children’s Hearing System, or
criminal court

« <18 only

* Mixed genders, mixed pathways
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Caveats

*Small sample sizes (~200)
*Under representation
*Child is not involved
*Missing information
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Centre for Justice




collaborating for rights respecting justice | www.cycj.org.uk

One slide summary: 2025 data

*Smaller

*Older

*Boy-er

*Scottish-er

*Many risks, need and vulnerabilities higher
*What is to be done?
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Recent developments in in Scotland

*No longer use YOI / prison
*Pressure in places until mid 2025
*Crossborder placements

Care and Justice Act

Brexit / austerity / cost of living
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Centre for Justice

Relevant legislation
Sentenced [N 8%

Remanded awaiting sentencing [l 4%

Remanded awaiting trial || NGEGEGEGEGEN 12%

Legislation

Section 51 powers | 2 9%
Secure Authorisation (Hearings) | I, /57

Emergency Chief Social Work Officer powers [l 2%
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Centre for Justice

Relative poverty? Excluding ‘Don’t Know’

22%

39% 61%

45%

33%

B NOo M yes

m Don't Know mNo HYes
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Centre for Justice

SIMD zone of Scottish children
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Centre for Justice

Gender

|
77%

A
B Female ® Male B Transgender
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Age across Scottish cohorts
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Centre for Justice

Accomodation immediately prior to admission
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Children's House supported living with secure
Accomodation partner

Previous accomodation
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Centre for Justice

ACEs across 3 timeframes

1 )
Parental seperation 76%

Familial imprisonment

<4

Familial mental illhealth

39% b
65%

é .
‘ ~

Familial substance abuse

71%
Witness DV 539
emotional neglect [ —-esyr— o:
Physical neglect [ . ;5
emotional abuse [ S .
Sexual abuse 2211; N 2018 m2019 m2025

. 00
Physical abuse 48%

55%
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Parental seperation
Familial imprisonment
Familial mental illhealth
Familial substance abuse
Witness DV

Emotional neglect
Physical neglect
Emotional abuse

Sexual abuse

Physical abuse
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10%

ACEs across 3 timeframes
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Centre for Justice

Aggregated exposure to ACEs
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“Toxic trio’

*Present: 76% had
experienced 7-10 ACEs

‘A’ *Not present: 17/% had

Parental Parental

Mental  Substance experience /7-10 ACEs

Health -,-,'/ Misuse
"t’
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Centre for Justice

Relative poverty's relationship with ACEs

(0]
100% B Children living in relative poverty 94%

B Children not living in relative poverty
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Centre for Justice

Health and wellbeing

0,

Sexual health concerns - 82%
0
Physical health issues
12%
Temporary Loss of Conciousness H 69%
oo L
%
Neurodiversity
27%
-*g Autism Spectrum Disorder 89%
v )
e Trauma diagnosis w 61%
(0]
0
(o)
Mental illhealth 57%
0,
Suicidal ideation 85%
Suicide attempt 67%
Detained under Mental Health Act
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Centre for Justice

Violence and offending

Criminal Justice involvement
51%

Weapon possession

75%
Weapon use
> 69%
7 _ 36%
< Harmful Sexual Behaviour 58%
<
69%
Violence to staff
55%
53%
Violence to parents
63%
CARM procedures
29%
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Centre for Justice

Violence and offending

Criminal Justice involvement

Weapon possession

Weapon use

Harmful Sexual Behaviour

Adversity

69%
Violence to staff

55%

Violence to parents

CARM procedures
29%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%
% of children

H2018 m2019 W 2025




CIC)

Children and Young People's collaborating for rights respecting justice | www.cycj.org.uk

Centre for Justice

Substances

72%

Drug abuse 21%

73%

70%

. Alcohol misuse

7 61%
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< New Psychoactive Substance abuse

33%
41%
Other substance abuse 40%
31%
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So what?

Community responses

Homes? Hospitals? Schools?

*Reintegration and transitions

*Reimagining secure / response to high risk(s)
e Staff expertise and skills

*Child’'s voice

*|nternational comparisons? ”’




Please follow us and stay updated

@cycjscotland
@

)cycj_scotland

@cycjscotland
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